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Why? Impacts of population growth and climate change

Source: Victoria in Future 2019
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Impacts of stormwater on receiving waters

Natural         Urban  

Increased flow volumes & 
flooding

Waterway
degradation

Increased pollutant 
loads
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Impacts of stormwater on receiving waters

Natural
0% imperviousness 
(hard surfaces)

Fully urbanised catchment
60% Imperviousness
(hard surfaces)
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Impacts of stormwater on waterways

28% good or excellent condition (good health)     

25% moderate condition (impacted)

47% poor or very poor condition (degraded)
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State policy context for cooler, greener environments 
and healthier waterways 

• Water for Victoria
• Plan Melbourne
• Yarra Strategic Plan
• Port Phillip Bay Environmental Management Plan
• Central & Gippsland Region Sustainable Water Strategy
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IWM Forums established for:
• Each of the major waterway catchments of Greater Metro 

Melbourne (5)
• Regional areas defined by water corporation boundaries (10)

Key partners:
• Local Government, Catchment Management, Authorities, 

Traditional Owners, Water Corporations, others as relevant 
e.g. Victorian Planning Authority

IWMIW IWM Framework for Victoriaa
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The role of the planning system in 
stormwater management

111011

Victorian Government co-invested $52 million in 50 IWM projects across Metro Melbourne

Catchment Scale IWM Plans

Forum 

DEECA

Forum Chair

IWM Working 
Group

IWM Project Groups
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Development types required to meet Victoria’s stormwater planning 
requirements 

Since 2006
• Residential subdivision

Since 2017
• Apartments

Since 2018
• Residential multi-dwellings
(e.g. townhouses)
• Commercial subdivisions and 

developments
• Industrial subdivisions and 

developments
• Public use developments
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Stormwater planning for cooler, 
greener environments and healthier 

waterways – tools & resources
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Capacity building initiatives underway by DEECA

Training and information sessions
• 44 information sessions have been delivered 

statewide to an audience of over 2000 people

Resources
• DEECA stormwater planning website, checklists and 

guidance
• Online Navigator Tool Resource Portal Developed in 

partnership 
between DEECA 
and Clearwater
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DEECA resources: website, checklists and example development 
scenarios

Stormwater report checklists – handy compliance reference for applicants 
and assessors
1. Subdivision 
2. Buildings and works 

Example development scenarios - cross reference checklists and provide 
further detail and resources
1. Non residential building and works (such as commercial/retail)
2. Medium to high-density residential building and works (such as apartments)
3. Multi-dwelling building and works (such as townhouses)
4. Non-residential subdivision
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Online Navigator Tool Resource Portal

Victorian planning requirements for stormwater 
management - Online Navigator Tool 
(clearwatervic.com.au)

• Decision support tool to assist planning system 
users identify stormwater management 
requirements set out in VPPs

• Non statutory guide, supported by checklists 
and context specific guidance

• Links to DEECA checklists and example 
development types

• Links to additional resources (e.g. EPA, 
Melbourne Water, local council)

• Outlines site management and asset 
maintenance requirements

• Launched in March 2021 – online webinar
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Relevant planning clauses and guidance material

Outlines stormwater and site management 
VPP clauses that apply to your 
development.

Provides resources to support development 
of stormwater report:

• Site layout plan, catchment areas and 
WSUD treatments

• Modelling to demonstrate compliance
• Functional design consideration
• Site management plan
• Asset maintenance program

DEECA development checklists and 
example developments

Print PDF summary of requirements and 
resources
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